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uring Caitlin Clark’s pregame war
mup Saturday afternoon in Brook:
tvn, she took a break for an on-court
intery with NBC's *Today™ hosts
Hoda band Jenna Bush Hager
Hours later. she posed in uniform for
A picture next to tralblazer Billie Jean King
In between, Clark plaved a basketball game
the thing she wn for most of all - and
scored a carecer-high 22 points with 8 as
sists and 6 rebounds. Jason Sudeikis, Megan
Rapinoe, Sue Bird and Dawn Staley watched
as she darted up and down the court
Clark’s first weok of WNBA action has com
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Indianapolis (th
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Indiana Fever rookie guard Caitlin Clark drives up the court during the second half of a
WNBA game against the New York Liberty on May 16 in Indianapolis.
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first week in WNBA

ourt offense should feature a
heavy diet of Clark-Boston pick-and-rolls. How
they play off each other will go 1 long way in
determining the Fever's eventual success,

Of course. 21 turnovers — Clark set an
inauspicious WNBA debut record with 10
against the Su and 16 field goals is ad
ditionally not
ue. “But also v rstanding this is a young
group. This is a young
gonna be a lea
lay. “Not everyt
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1in2 process
hing is gonna be perfect.”
er know they have plenty to im

they are surrendering 18 fastbreak points and
17.3 second-chance points per contest, both k&
second highest in the WNBA and a signif

na do some amazing things, but t

1 ratio she wants to contin-  been disappointing. Cc
said they were “punched in the mouth” at
m. I'myoung It's  the beginning of their 21-point loss to Con-
she said Sun-  necticut. She was concerned by Indiana's ef-
fort in a 36-point walloping 'l'hundav

rebounds, according to Across the Timeline.

“I know the outside world thinks I'm gon-
t might
She add-

take some time,” she said Tuesd:

ed Saturday: *I think the more we play to-
gether, our chemistry will build.”

Nevertheless, the Fever’s 0-3 start has

ch Christie Sides

Before Saturday’s matchup, Sides told

asa team, too. Through three games,  players lhv\nlr\luflhﬂ‘da) was “compete.”
She asked her team what it fe

sounded and
nspired against

roked like to do so. What t

New York, a second time, \Ih(-xlm:m 11-point

cant negative regression from last year. Their — Joss, wa s more to her liking. “I think we could

defensc is allowing more than annlm\p-r not
that was what was so frustrating.” Sides said.
“Now we kinda have an idea of where we are.”

100 possessions, the worst mark in the
Not getting out on shooters in the first h.ulml
their loss to New York on Saturday plagued
them as much as any offensive lapses. t

en figure that out the other night and

The Fever are a young team, with poten-
il, going up against some of the WNBA's best

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

“Us playing against the best of the best is only
how we're gonna get better.”
Between Clark’s second and third games,
she talked on the phone with her father. He
stressed to her to just compete, play hard,

stant communication with
up with assistant Karima Christma
, who is a former WNBA player. Assi:
Jesse Miller has become Clark’s go-to when
devouring film, showing Clark what she can
improve on and what she’s done well. Veter-
an guard Erica Wheeler continues to remind
Clark to “KYP” — know your personnel

Opponents also have been teachers for
Clark. She subscribed to Pac-12 Network
when Sabrina lonescu played at Oregon and
later developed a bond with her when Iones-
cu hosted Clark on a recruiting visit

For two Fever-Liberty games, it wasn't as cor-
dial. During ane sequence in the second quarter
Saturday, Clark missed a deep 3-pointer, giving
the ball back to the Liberty. On New York's sub-
sequent offensive possession, lonescu frozr Clark
withapass-fake, then nailed a 3 of her own, with
Clark failing to contest the shot. Running back
down on defense, lonescu shrugged as if to say
Clark shouldn't have left her open

Clark is adjusting to a new professional,
game day rhythm as well. At Iowa, she said,
sometimes the Hawkeyes would show up 90
minutes before tip, warm up and play.

She got to Mohegan Sun Arena more than
two hours before Tuesday’s opener. In the
locker room, Clark ate a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich. She messed with Wheeler as
the veteran guard was getting a massage. She

" Wheeler said. “She’s not used to
being at the gym this early, so I told her, “You
gotta find things to do whether that's stretch,
watch film. You gotta fill the time.

Clark hasn't had much downtime. Indiana
is opening its season with seven games in 12
d 4

Seattle Storm and Las Vegas Ac
place in the next week. What h:
for enjoyment away from basketball? “I'm
about to move into my apartment. So I'm
moving out of a hotel. So that's fun,” she said.

Perhaps in new living quarters, Clark will
find time to relax. Nevertheless, she’s seldom
looked overwhelmed

“Caitlin is handling it so well,” veteran Fe-
ver center Temi Fagbenle said. “T'm so proud
of how she is as a person. I just hope we can
band around her. It’s a lot of pressure.”

Clark. of course, is not just shouldering
pressure from a franchise looking to make
its first playoff appearance since 2016 but also

PHP Stats
en't be Multiple times throughout the week. Clark
discussed the impe
grace. She's experienced the dualit
inga pro. becoming the first WNBA

That’s not an excuse for Josing the season’s
first two games by 57 points, the most ever in
any WNBA fi 's opening

“This is gonna take a litthe time,” All- %rguand
Kelsey Mitchell said Saturday. Mitchell came
off the bench in Indiana's first two games as
she worked her way back from an ankle injury.

the weight of a sport that is buzzing like nev-
er before. She said coming out, playing fast
and will be her focus. She looks
forward to visiting new arenas and making
more memories. “I'm going to remember a
Jot of these games,” Clark said, “because it is
my first year in the league.”
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Unlock the
Power of Gold:

Faith-Based, America-First Goid

In the ever-changing landscape of invest-
ments, one asset has stood the test of time
as a beacon of stability and value: gold.
More and more investors are turning to the
security and potential of a Gold IRA through
trusted institutions like Genesis Gold Group.

The Timeless Value of Gold

For millennia, gold has been revered
as a store of wealth and a hedge
against inflation. Unlike fiat curren
cies, which can fluctuate wildly due
to economic and political factors,

Diversification is the comerstone
of sound investing. By adding a

Gold TRA to your portfolio, vou
mitigate risk and enhance poten
tial returns. Whether you're a sea-

gold maintains its intrinsic value  soned investor or just beginning to
over time. plan for retirement, Genesis Gold
Group offers the tools and resourc

Your Retirement es you need to thrive in any mar

In today’s volatile financial climate,
safeguarding your retirement savings
is paramount. Traditional resirement
accounts, subject to the whims of the
stock market, can be precarious. But
with a Gold IRA offered by Genesis
Gold Group, you can fortify your re-
tirement nest egg with the enduring
strength of g

ket environment
Your Path to Financial
Security

Dont leave your retirement to
chance. Take control of your fi
nancial future today with a Gold
IRA from Genesis Gold Group
With their expertise and your de
termination, the ibilities are
The Expertise of Genesis limitless. » e

Goid

When it comes to securing your fi-
nancial furure,

boasts a team of seasoned profes-
sionals dedicated to guiding you
through every step of the process.
Their personalized approach ensures
that your retirement strategy aligns
with your goals and risk wolerance.
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Txcheuimety from Gemesis Godd Sroag

877-205- 4955 EGeness

genesisgoldgroup.com
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